
 
she has over 22 years’ experience of working with minority 
communities in national and international settings. She has 
published widely on migration and mental health, refugees 
and asylum seekers, community psychology, critical psy-
chology, social justice, professional and ethical practice and 
social exclusion. Pauline continues to volunteer with a local 
refugee organization and she is also working with the In-
ternational Organization for Migration to establish the Mi-
gration Health and Development Initiative (MHADI). 
Pauline is also a filmmaker and stained glass artist!  
 
SIEGFRIED WALCH, Mag. Rer.Soc.Oec, Dr. Rer.Pol, 
is Professor and Head of Department for Nonprofit, Social 
& Health Management at the Management Center Inns-
bruck since 2005. Previously, from 1996 to 2009, Dr. 
Walch was the CEO of SVWP Communication Manage-
ment, a consulting company specializing in policy commu-
nication and leadership coaching. Further he co-initiated 
the European Master in Health Economics & Manage-
ment , a Joint Master degree launched in 2012 together 
with Erasmus University Rotterdam, University of Bolo-
gna and University of Oslo. 
 
MARCIANA POPESCU, PHD, Senior Fulbright Scholar 
Austria 2016-2017, is an Associate Professor at Fordham 
University, Graduate School of Social Service. Dr. Popescu 
worked in international development and studied various 
aspects of the field since 1995; she conducted study tours 
with students in the Dominican Republic, and Haiti, focus-
ing on human rights violations, statelessness, post-disaster 
displacement and forced migration. In 2016 she was award-
ed a Fulbright scholarship and spent 5 months in Austria/
Europe studying migration policies and their impact on 
refugees in general and women asylum seekers and refu-
gees in particular. Dr. Popescu continues her research on 
migration, and teaches courses focusing on rights-based 
policy practice, international nonprofits, international so-
cial development, and women’s rights. 
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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CARE 

Challenges, Best Practices,  
and Human Rights Mandate 



 

This symposium brings together experts to discuss international 
health care issues and explores practice implications for practi-
tioners across disciplines. The goal is to start a dialogue between 
educators, policy makers, and practitioners across countries and 
to identify ways in which international health care could be more 
effectively framed as a human right. 
  
 

PROGRAM 
 

9:00-9:30  Registration 
 
9:30-9:40  Welcome Address 
   
9:40-9:50 Introduction of Symposium & Keynote Speaker 
   
9:50-10:30 Keynote: Dr. Armin Fidler 
 
10:30-11:30 Panel Discussion  
 

 Dr. Cristina Tilli, Professor of SW, Rome: On the 
social and health care system and the role of social 
workers 

 Dr. Pauline Lane, Anglia Ruskin University: On 
migration and health  

 Dr. Siegfried Walch, MCI: On interdisciplinary 
international collaborations focusing on health 
care 

 Dr. Marciana Popescu, Fordham University GSS: 
On international health care and human rights  - 
Moderator 

 
11:30-12:00  Q&A 
 
12:00-1:00 Lunch Break 
 
1:00-1:15 Short Flm 
 
1:15-2:00 Workshop Sessions  
 
2:00-2:15 Reports from Workshop Sessions 
 
2:15-2:30 Closing Remarks 

SPEAKERS 
 

ARMIN FIDLER, MD, MPH, 
MSc. DTM&H 
Senior Lecturer, European Master in 
Health Economics and Management 
(Universities of Bologna, MCI Inns-
bruck, Oslo and Rotterdam) 
 
An Austrian national, Armin Fid-
ler joined the World Bank in 1993, 
was Manager for Health, Nutri-
tion, Population and was eventual-
ly appointed Lead Advisor for 
Health Policy and Strategy. He 
served on the Board of the Global 

Fund and GAVI. Dr. Fidler holds a MD degree from the Uni-
versity of Innsbruck, a DTM&H from the Bernhard Nocht 
Institute, Hamburg, a MPH and MSc. degree in Health Policy 
and Management from Harvard University.  He also earned 
certificates in Macroeconomic Management and Fiscal Policy 
from the IMF’s Joint Vienna Institute, in Management from 
the Harvard Business School and in Public Finance and Wel-
fare Economics from the LSE. Dr. Fidler is an Adjunct Facul-
ty at the George Washington University in Washington DC. 
Prior to joining the World Bank, Dr. Fidler served as Sub-
Regional Advisor for PAHO/WHO, based in Mexico and was 
admitted to the Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) at the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).   
 
CRISTINA TILLI is a social worker, and has worked in 
health services and local administrations for about 30 years. 
Currently she is a lecturer at Roma Tre University providing 
continuing education courses for social workers. 
 
PAULINE LANE, PHD, is sociologist and currently works 
as a Reader (Associate Professor) in the Faculty of Health So-
cial Care and Education at Anglia Ruskin University (UK). 
For six years Pauline worked as the Director of HARP 
(Health for Asylum Seekers and Refugees Programme) and  


